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Joseph Tkach Weekly Update 
Ultimately, self-sacrifice is more about a who than a what.  It’s about God the Father 
sending his Son in the power of the Spirit to show us who God is and what he desires 
for all humanity. In that regard, we should not miss how Jesus honored small acts of 
self-sacrifice. Think of the boy who gave up his lunch and more than 5,000 were fed. 
Or consider the widow who gave her last coins as an offering. We should see these 
acts for what they are—sacrificing the self to serve others. Such acts reflect the heart 
and mind of God the Father who, in order to give us eternal life, sacrificed his only 
begotten Son at infinite cost to himself. The cross of Christ proves that God loves us 
so much he is willing to suffer loss for our sakes. In his self-sacrifice to serve us, God 
did not lose any of his dignity or worth. His self-sacrifice is one of the reasons we sing 
that he is “worthy of worship.”


British systematic theologian Colin Gunton was fond of saying that to properly 
understand Christian doctrine, we must learn to think trinitarianly:


If you want to understand how God works in our world, then you must go through the 
route God himself has given us: the incarnation of the eternal Son and the life-giving 
action of the Spirit. Let me repeat: the Trinity is about life. Irenaeus is the writer of that 
great sentence, often heard from him: “The glory of God is a human being truly alive.” 
The Trinity is about life, life before God, with one another and in the world. If we forget 
that God’s life is mediated to us trinitarianly, through his two hands, the Son and the 
Spirit, we forget the root of our lives, of what makes for life and what makes for death.


As we follow Jesus, responding to God’s call in our lives, the Holy Spirit leads us in a 
“Christomorphic” direction—the way of self-sacrifice. Indeed, the true nature and 
dignity of humanity is established and disclosed in the human nature of Jesus. True 
self-sacrifice is giving up our autonomous self and self-will in order to more fully live in 
Christ. Our true personhood, our true dignity, thus lies not in ourselves alone, but in 
union and communion with Jesus. In Jesus, by the Spirit, we think and we live 
trinitarianly.


Enjoying the life that is ours in union and communion with Christ,

 

Joseph Tkach



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Home bible study 13th September at 7.30 p.m.at Christina's home; the subject is the 
book of Revelation.


PRAYERS

Please continue your prayers during the week for God's guidance for the worship 
leader and the speaker for the worship service on Sunday.


Please pray for Rachel on her return to her medication as it is extremely painful for her 
to take.  Also as she has been off the medication for her surgery, she now requires to 
have a number of steroid injections for some joint flare ups that she is having.


Tea Rota

	 	 September


3rd	 Ophelia, Ben & James

10th	 Irene, Lawrie & Stewart

17th	 Ann, Mark & Ann Smillie

24th	 Vlasta, Brian & Maureen


	 	 October



1st	 Julie, Steven & David
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