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Joseph Tkach Weekly Update 
In the novella, A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens tells the story of Ebenezer Scrooge, 
who proclaimed his disdain for Christmas and all it represents by exclaiming, Bah 
humbug!


The word  humbug is interesting. It’s an archaic word with 18th century origins that 
refers to deceptive or false talk or behavior. When used of a person, it means that the 
person is a fraud or a hypocrite. Thus in crying bah humbug, Scrooge was saying that 
anyone who sees Christmas as a time of joy, peace, hope and love is a fraud. In his 
warped mind, Christmas is a lie—a clever ruse by which people get out of work and 
receive undeserved gifts or bonuses. Bah humbug!

I’ve ...  encountered multiple Scrooges who exclaim bah humbug to the idea that 
Christianity is about living fully under the grace of God. Sadly, their humbug attitude 
toward grace is a defining  characteristic of many Christian cults. Their viewpoint 
concerning salvation and the Christian life (sanctification) is known as “works-
righteousness,” which they live out by extracting from the Bible various systems of 
rules and regulations for achieving salvation and spiritual growth. In a word, works-
righteousness is legalism, which has  two primary layers of deception that we must 
seek to avoid.


The deception that salvation is maintained by works.

The second layer of legalism is the deception that our works somehow maintain our 
salvation. This is as much a humbug as the first layer, yet it is seductively deceptive in 
that it contains a seed of truth. It begins by rightly acknowledging that we all fall far 
short of God’s perfection. But then the lie creeps in as we think that this separation can 
somehow be resolved through our own efforts—through a righteousness grounded in 
our own works. This legalistic deception thus acknowledges that salvation is a gift, but 
then it embraces the lie that the gift must be maintained by our works.


If you think about it, it’s not possible that our works would somehow maintain our 
salvation since we know we cannot and do not behave perfectly once we commit 
ourselves to following Jesus. This is not to say, of course, that our response to God is 
to throw proper morality out the window and live recklessly. As Paul says, “God forbid!” 
(Rom. 6:2, KJV). The apostle Peter tells us that once we have tasted God’s goodness, 
we will continue to grow in our salvation (1 Pet. 2:1-3). That growth has to do with our 
relationship with our Triune God—Father, Son and Spirit. This is a gift of grace 
that flows from his love toward us, and the trust we have in his lordship.


Our transformation into the likeness of Christ is a gift we receive by and through the 
faithfulness of Jesus who, by the Spirit, lives and works within us (Gal. 2:20, KJV). Our 



salvation, deepening trust, and living communion with God come to us as God’s freely-
given gifts. As we live into that communion, we receive upgrades as we learn to trust 
and obey God—as our faith continues to grow.

Sadly, in the history of Christianity there have always been some who distort the truth 
of God’s gospel of grace with add-ons that seem like genuine pathways to growth. In 
reality, these add-ons are legalisms—means employed to try to obtain and then 
maintain God’s good graces.


Let there be no confusion, brothers and sisters: God has sent Jesus to save us 
because, from start to finish, we cannot save ourselves!

Giving thanks that there is no humbug with God, 

Joseph Tkach



ANNOUNCEMENTS

There will be no bible study this month at Christinas house.


PRAYERS

Please continue your prayers during the week for God's guidance for the worship 
leader and the speaker for the worship service on Sunday.


Tea Rota

	 	 November


5th	 Vlasta, Brian & Maureen

12th	 Julie, Steven & David

19th	 Valerie, Ian & Christina

26th	 Ophelia, Ben & James


	 	 December



3rd	 Irene, Laurie & Stewart

10th	 Ann, Mark & Ann Smillie

17th	 Christmas Worship Service
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