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Joseph Tkach Weekly Update 
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. (1 Pet. 1:18)


This knowledge enables us to appreciate the significance of the Incarnation by which 
the eternal Son of God came to us in human form, having assumed our human nature, 
which he then transformed, and now, through the Spirit, shares with us, enabling us to 
live the redeemed life. We live this life in grateful response to the truth that we belong 
to the incarnate Son of God, Jesus Christ.


The atoning work of Jesus is the center of God’s plan for humanity. While most New 
Testament writers speak of this work by proclaiming us to be children of God, only Paul 
speaks of it using the word adoption. Are these identifying labels referring to different 
things? The answer is no. Confusion on this matter likely comes from our modern use 
of the word adoption to signify what happens when a child, born in one family, is legally 
and physically placed into another. But this is not the way the Bible uses the word. In 
Scripture, adoption and regeneration (being born again, or born from above) are two 
aspects of the same redeeming work, that having been accomplished on our behalf by 
Jesus, is being worked out in us by the Spirit.


Through the indwelling Spirit, we are able to share in Jesus’ humanity, which means 
sharing in his sonship—his  fellowship and communion with the Father, by the Spirit 
(Titus 3:4-7). The early church fathers put it this way:

He who was the son of God by nature, became a son of man, so that we, who are the 
sons of man by nature, might become by grace the adopted sons of God.


As we receive and surrender to the work of Jesus and the Spirit, we are born into a 
new life—the life that has already been worked out on our behalf in the humanity of 
Jesus. That new birth (adoption) does not merely place us into the family of God in a 
legal sense, leaving us with an unchanged (unregenerate) nature. No, via our adoption 
(spiritual rebirth), we share in Christ’s own humanity, and we do so by the continuing 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. Paul put it this way: “If anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old is gone, the new is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17).

In Christ, we are made new—we are given a new identity. If we were to compare this to 
human adoption, it would be like an adopted child receiving the DNA of their adopting 
parents! As we receive and respond to the indwelling Spirit’s ministry, we are born from 
above, thus becoming the adopted children of God who are sharing, through the Spirit, 
in Christ’s own humanity. Here is how John put it in his Gospel:




To all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become the 
children of God; who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God. (John 1:12-13, NRSV)

In being born from above, adopted as God’s children, we become in ourselves what we 
already are in Christ. Scripture uses the word  adoption (just as it uses the 
word regeneration) to speak of the deep change in our natures that takes place so that, 
by grace, we can live the redeemed life—the new, reconciled relationship with God. 
What Jesus did for us as the Son of God and son of man, the Holy Spirit works out in 
us, so that by grace we become in our being (nature) the adopted children of God. God 
is the one who places believers in this renewed relationship with himself—a 
relationship that affects us down to the roots of our being. Here is how Paul phrased 
this stunning truth:


The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, 
the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
(Rom. 8:15-16)

This is the truth, the reality, of the redeemed life.  As we head into the season of 
Advent-Christmas, let’s joyfully worship and praise our triune God who is Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Let’s continue celebrating his glorious plan of redemption, brought 
about by Jesus, the incarnate, eternal Son of God.

Living the redeemed life and loving it,  

Joseph Tkach



ANNOUNCEMENTS

There will be no bible study this month at Christinas house.


PRAYERS

Please continue your prayers during the week for God's guidance for the worship 
leader and the speaker for the worship service on Sunday.


Please keep George Weir in your prayers through a recent bereavement and also his 
current poor health.

Rachel continues to struggle with her health, the latest treatment does not seem to 
have taken effect and she continues to suffer extreme pain and numerous migraines 
through the week.  Whilst this happens, she continues to study for her higher prelims 
and the sitting of these exams.


Karen is at home and seems to be stable on her increased dose of oxygen.  The family 
are appreciative of your continued prayers.


Tea Rota

	 February	 	 	 	 March


4th	 Vlasta, Brian & Maureen	 4th	 Ann, Mark & Ann Smillie

11th	 Valerie & Ian	 11th	 Julie, Steven & David

18th	 Irene, Laurie & Stewart	 18th	 Irene, Laurie & Stewart

25th	 Ophelia, Ben & James	 25th	 Vlasta, Brian & Maureen



	 April


3rd	 Ophelia, Ben & James
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