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Joseph Tkach 

WEEKLY UPDATE - 25/04/18 
I was talking recently with a member who was wondering where Grace Communion International fits within the larger 
body of Christ. Noting that GCI is not Roman Catholic or Eastern Orthodox, they asked, “Does that mean we’re 
Protestant?”  

I answered yes, and they continued: “Since we’re not liberal or fundamentalist Christians, does that mean GCI is 
evangelical?” Again, my answer was yes, though as I’ll point out in this letter, the term “evangelical” is widely 
misunderstood and misrepresented. Note this comment from Christian scholar and professor Mark Noll: 

In the rough and tumble world of American politics, the label [evangelical] is now often used simply for the most active 
religious supporters of President Donald Trump.  

By contrast, in the rarified world of professional scholarship, academics now sometimes treat it as a term with so much 
ambiguity, fluidity and imprecision that it cannot meaningfully designate any single group of Christians. (Source) 

Despite the ambiguity and controversy swirling around the term evangelical, Professor Noll believes that it does have 
continuing value and should not be abandoned. He concludes: “When used with responsible attention to history and 
careful focus on generally accepted norms of… definition, [it] can still communicate reality and not just confusion.” 

A related question is this: Who gets to define who and what an evangelical is? Often overlooked in answering that 
question is that, first and foremost, evangelical is a theological identifier. Before it identifies a group of people, it 
identifies the gospel (the evangel) of Jesus. It is first Jesus’ gospel, not ours—it is first about him, not about us.  

Those who rightly call themselves evangelicals are careful to point first to Jesus and his gospel, and then to what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus. Faithfulness to the gospel is measured by faithfulness to the Bible, whose authors were 
appointed by Jesus.  

Central to the Scriptures are the four Gospels authored by the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. As these 
authors show, Jesus is the gospel—he is the true evangelical! 

Gospel blessings to you all, 

Joseph Tkach 



SCOTTISH RETREAT 2018 
The annual Scottish Retreat took place on 4th - 6th May 2018 at Carronvale House, Larbert.  A small group of around 35+, 
we had a very enjoyable weekend of fellowship, learning, sharing and relaxation. 

�

We also got to witness the commission of Ian Woodsley to the Edinburgh Congregation’s Pastoral Council. 

The theme was taken from Matthew 28:20 (which is theme for all conferences and retreats in UK this year.)  During the 
weekend we learned and discussed forgiveness, God’s presence always being with us whether through trial, grief, joy 
and indeed even the routine.  In another session we learned of timing through the seasons and the understanding God 
has of us even when we don’t see things ourselves and about the judgement of God and how it’s not to be feared as in 
being terrified but as a matter of respect and God being present through all the days of our lives and that His judgement 
is more grace based to be a delight and comfort. 

We also had a worship session based on the Hope of Jesus Christ and what that means to us and informal break out 
groups to discuss and share scripture cards we had been given and to try conversational prayer techniques.  Over the 
two days there was plenty of good food and wine and on Saturday evening a very entertaining game of Mr & Mrs hosted 
by our MC extraordinaire Mr Mark Douglas.  Our victims (sorry volunteer couples) inspired much hilarity.  The weekend 
passed much to quickly and once again we are left wanting more.  Until next year…………. 



GREG WILLIAMS - EDINBURGH 
Saturday 12th May 2018 Greg Williams who is taking over lead of GCI from Joseph Tkach was visiting the Edinburgh 
Congregation and spoke on the vision of the church and it’s leadership going forward. 

The big picture will include:- 
Our Vision, Our Desire, Our Goal and Our Culture. 

Our new head office is now based in North Carolina.  This new location is nearer to the majority of US congregations 
based on the east coast and is far financially cheaper than California.  This has led to some changes of personnel as some 
have retired, some made the move and new staff have been recruited.  Staff and the Church as an organisation will have 
a better standard of living due to better financial aspects. 

Vision is for a healthy church (GCI has 900 churches in 90 countries). 
The vision is for GCI to be the very best expression of the church we can possibly be. 
It is foundational to have well-developed love, hope and faith venues. 

We need to be active between services each week - not just a weekly sermon.  We need more!  You would not survive on 
one meal a week!  We need to provide quality and consistency as a denomination.  Growing our relationships and 
community.  Are we encouraging fellowship and the gospel message?  Are we passing in the hope of Jesus Christ? 

Desire is for GCI to be helpers of your joy. 

Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm. 
II Corinthians 1:24 

Head office want to help and facilitate our pastors and church congregations, work as partners along side us.  We can do 
more together!  We must stand in our faith.  This is the faith of Jesus Christ, a fruit of the Spirit.  Remember this - we are 
one in Christ together. 



Different people have different gifts but God wants us to exercise them.  Having the right people in the right places.  Do 
the people and the congregation get along?  Relationally we are in a good place but as a denomination we need to 
examine if our practices meet the strategies and structure. 

We are in a place now where we can combine high support with high challenge.  This comes together with Grace to 
create an environment of love and reaching out sharing the gospel. 

‘High support - High challenge, Grace always. 
The energy and effort of the above is what we can expect from GCI.  We are in this together!  We need to build out our 
teams better.  Our Pastors and leadership are currently overloaded.  We need to spread the load, no one person dealing 
with everything.  Restructure. 

We have an exciting time ahead as we move forward as a denomination restructuring the business.   Learn, grow and 
move forward together.  As ever prayers are required during the transition and updates will be provided along the way.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dates for your diary: 
Sunday the 20th of May - Pentecost.   
Saturday the 9th of June, 2pm - An Afternoon with Gary Deddo.  
Sunday 10th of June - Sunday Service, Guest Speaker Gary Deddo.  
Sunday 17th of June - Regional Conference (Glasgow service will still go ahead) 

PRAYERS 

Please continue to pray for the worship and speaking teams and God’s guidance in their preparation for Sunday’s service. 

TEA ROTA 

 

Editor 
Stewart Raeburn 
stewart.raeburn4@btinternet.com

May

13th Vlasta, Brian & Maureen

20th Julie, Steven & David

27th Valerie, Ian & Christina

June

3rd Irene, Lawrie & Stewart

10th Ann, Mark & Ann Smillie

17th Ophelia & Ben

24th Vlasta, Brian & Maureen

July

1st Julie, Steven & David
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